Porcupine Catalog
Fall 2019—Spring 2020

Mortimer and me

Updated January 2021 to merge “Unnamed Medium
Gap” with Toby and add early season Rhinoceros photos to confirm her identification late in the season

The five most frequent 2020 visitors (the friendly regulars):
 Lucy
 Mortimer
 Rupert
 Tertullian
 White Quill

Photos and text by Debbie Maas
2020

Canebrake
Size/sex: Medium/large
History: Arrived 10/13 and stayed through mid-April
Diagnostics:







May appear solid black, but the back is tipped in yellow
Dark yellow-orange shock extends at a 90 degree angle from the forehead and spreads across it; a few white hairs are mixed in the bottom
Small patch of white well behind the eye
A few speckly hairs at the bottom of the right cheek (very distinctive)
Distinct long snout that widens at the end from certain angles (can also
appear blunt)

Notes: Canebrake was recognized as an individual and named in early January and was thereafter a frequent visitor, if not before. He allowed close
photos and was not nervous with me on the porch, letting let me stroke his
nose in a friendly way at least once. When he began shedding in the spring,
he lost his undercoat around the shoulders first, creating a hoop-skirt like
flare above the hips where the remaining undercoat was clumping up to
shed; the shape was recognizable in person and in trail camera videos.

Chewie
Size/sex: Medium
History: Arrived by 11/2 and stayed at least through March
Diagnostics:





Yellow-tipped back
Stiff, bright yellow shock almost at a 90 degree angle from
the forehead in profile; white hairs mix at the base
Speckly eye wings contrast with dark patches below the
ear (large) and above the eye (small); lower cheek is dark
Short chops at the bottom of the cheek are obvious in profile with long hairs making a wispy white beard at the back

Notes: Chewie was recognized as an individual in early 2020, though he shows up in
photos often in the fall and was seen frequently once recognized. We didn’t interact
very often, but he was evidently very tolerant of photos.

Curtis
Size/sex: Medium
History: Likely a frequent visitor all fall; may be a returnee from 2018-2019; possibly the dead porcupine found
under the fireplace with Rival’s body on 1/12/20; not
seen beyond (possibly) early January
Diagnostics:
 Yellow
 White edge along the back of the cheeks that come
forward in slight mutton chops
 While quill shafts visible across the forehead
Notes: Curtis was tentatively identified as an individual in
December, though he is difficult to distinguish in photographs (if they are different animals) from Cyrano. He
was very friendly, though he somehow stayed under the
radar until December, and likely was one of the yellow
porcupines from the previous season and possibly beyond. He was happy to have his nose stroked, but did not
scratch at the door or otherwise make his presence
known. The body under the fireplace with Rival was
somewhat decomposed and impossible to identify conclusively; Curtis was last seen with confidence on 12/28,
and may have

Cyrano
Size/sex: Large, presumably male
History: Returned 10/1 with a paw full of quills and stayed
through the breeding season; possibly the dead porcupine
found under the fireplace with Rival’s body on 1/12/20; not
seen into 2020
Diagnostics:
 Yellow
 White quills appear across the base of the shock
 Snout noticeably widens at the end (especially in person)
 Similar size and coat to Lucy
Notes: Cyrano was fairly easy going and seen often during the
breeding season, but not afterwards. There were multiple
large yellow porcupines on deck, so these photos could represent different animals, but the face does seem consistent.
In other photos it is difficult to distinguish him from Curtis
(medium sized with more white in the face) and Lem/Limpy
(also with more white in the face). Photos suggest that he
was a regular in 2018-2019 and possibly the prior season as
well. On 12/27 and 1/1, a similar porcupine came with both
eyes swollen shut who was friendly enough to sniff my hand;
he could have been Cyrano or Curtis, though Curtis is seen
with healthy eyes shortly before and after and it’s not certain
whether Cyrano was. I suspect
Cyrano was a regular for multiple seasons who was simply
not physically distinct or proactively friendly enough for me
to recognize him earlier.

Demeter
Size/sex: Medium
History: Returned 11/4 and stayed through April
Diagnostics:
 Solid black back
 Short shock with sparse hairs that lay straight back
against the forehead on either side of the centerline
(yellow tips virtually disappear when wet); shock
does not extend much above the coat
 Yellow shock melds with full white eye wings that
make a small triangle just behind the eyes
Notes: Demeter was at times tolerant of photos, as these
show, but other times was hopelessly skittish and ran
away at the slightest bother, so much so that I wonder if
there were two porcupines with these distinct features.
She was formerly known this season as “Bifork medium”.

Gemma
Size/sex: Medium-large
History: Returned 10/21 and was a
frequent visitor through 1/7 (not seen
thereafter)
Diagnostics:
 Solid brown back
 Large white cheek patches all the
way down the face
 No mutton chops
 Intrusion of brown into the white cheeks below the eyes
 Tall, thin yellow shock top (thin front to back) which can lean
over the forehead
Notes: Gemma was mild and tolerant and was comfortable at the
door, though she showed no obvious urge to come inside or Interact. She sometimes appeared to sleep in the back feeder (see photo above) and once slept in the back of the
boat shelter. She appeared with a small patch of loose
quills on the rosette and tail on 12/31 and the last photograph of her was taken on 1/7.

Lem (“Limpy”)
Size/sex: Large male
History: Seen in fall 2019 during the breeding season; died 11/28; buried at the far side of the
forest across the bridge
Diagnostics:
 Yellow
 Yellow shock
 White edge to cheeks, slightly wispy mutton chops
Notes: Lem was certainly one of the “big yellows” on the porch during the fall (along with Curtis
and Cyrano), but was never known individually or named in life. I was only able to identify him
after he started holding his front left paw off the ground in early November (hence the nickname
“Limpy”); he also got a thin clump of white hair over his left side which was helpful for identification. I only saw Lem a couple of times in person that I know of, but he was often seen during that
time on game camera videos. The two photos here are from an 11/24 encounter in which this
porcupine sniffed my hand at the door. I described him as “somewhat skittish but easy going”
and identified him as “the limpy one” presumably from the limp, and maybe the hair clump too.
He was last seen on videos the evening of 11/26.
On Thanksgiving Day (11/28), he was
(presumably) hit by a car on Highland Drive just
above the junction with Behrends. He was still
warm when I found him on that freezing night
with only injuries to his snout. I buried him on
the far side of the forest beyond the bridge
about 20 yards beyond the stairs. On the kitchen
scale he weighed 24 lbs., though this seems likely to be inaccurate.

Lucy
Size/sex: Large male
History: Returned 9/26 (the first
porcupine of the season)
Diagnostics:
 Very yellow; white cheeks
 Shock extends straight back from a straight nose (began to overhang his forehead in the spring)
 Nose is straight, no bulging
 Noticeable part down the neck, especially when wet
 Best porcupine ever, Squeak’s successor
Notes: Lucy continued to be his very friendly, accommodating self and
came inside regularly to be weighed in the spring (he was usually
around 17 lbs., give or take a pound). He gained a taste for apples this
season, which made tempting him onto the scale (and back outside)
easy. I discovered that I could pet him all along the back (including over
the rosette). As usual, he would sniff noses (but shake his head at the
smell), happily eat from my hand and hold hands, turn around if I called
him, and follow me around inside the house. He also continued to show
up for guests. In the spring, his coat became a little wavy and his shock
began to turn up at 90 degrees from his forehead, sometimes curling
over the front. He was last seen this season
on April 30 when he spent most of the day
on the hillside behind the deck resting and
unable to
use his
front right
paw. He
left at dark
and may
or may not
have eaten
the seed I
left out.

Mortimer
Size/sex: Large male
History: Returned 10/24 and
dominated the breeding season; last seen this season on
3/17
Diagnostics:
 Dark back with short yellow tips
 Tall, dark yellow-orange shock top that
curves dramatically over the forehead,
obscuring his face from above
 Scarred snout looks like it has a wrinkle in
Notes: Mortimer was a friendly and wonderful
pal this season. He approached and greeted
people outside and would often come over
when called, humming amiably. He was very
mellow and tolerated petting all the way down his back. During the breeding
season, he buffaloed all other males, attacking them often both from the deck
and the front feeder. Some porcupines actively avoided him when they
spotted him, sometimes too late. He urine-marked all over the deck and, prior
to a few multi-day expeditions elsewhere in late December, he was often seen
multiple times on the deck during the night. In the fall, he often slept on the
front porch or in front of the French doors, and once
in the vestibule of Justice’s mew when he followed
my mother inside. He also climbed on garden ornaments and a wine box to reach the window at the
side of the front door to scratch at it. Between 1/22
and 3/6, he regularly slept in the back of the boat
shelter (see photo to right). He loved apples. He
started coming inside in late 2019 and avidly explored, often coaxed back outside with an apple. He
weighed 14 lbs. the last two times he was weighed.
In March, he seemed to be feeling ill before he disappeared for the season.

Nova
Size/sex: Large, presumably male (by size and scaring)
History: Arrived 10/12 and stayed at least through mid-March
Diagnostics:


Wide white edge to the back of the check from above the eyes all the way down, coming
forward behind the eyes (making eye wings that connect with the rest of the white cheeks)



Wide white, slightly whispy edge to the bottom of the cheeks suggestive of mutton chops,
but without coming forward enough



Solid black back
Orange-yellow shock straight back along the
forehead that splays out like rays (hence the
Name Nova) that are longer than Starburst’s

Notes: Nova was probably encountered a number
of times and seen in videos more often, but was
not distinguished as an individual until February.
He was originally designated as one of the two
“Starbursts” and was the more skittish of the two.
He often ran away if I did anything unusual, so he
was very difficult to photograph.

“One”
Size/sex: Medium
History/notes: There were at least three yearlingish sized porcupines that
arrived early in the fall, starting with this one (9/28), temporarily nicknamed
“One” (the others were Tertullian and Splash, named/recognized later in the
season). I was intending to see if I could correlate them with last year’s YOYs
before I gave them new names, but this was one so hard to differentiate
from Splash, and possibly others, that she was not confidently recognized as
an individual during the season and so not named. There may have been multiple other similar porcupines, and the photos outlined in blue are perhaps
different from the one outlined in green. Although trail cameras picked up
many medium-sized porcupines at night, there are few photos of unnamed
porcupines of this size during the day in 2020.
Diagnostics:
 Brown body with yellow tips on the back
 Yellow shock straight back from snout, slightly parted in the middle
 The follicle for a whisker just above the left eye is visible, especially in
photos with flash (less clear on the right eye)
 Subtle white eye wings have a straight leading edge above the eye

Pirate
Size/sex: On the small side of medium
History: Arrived 10/19 and was a very
common visitor (especially at night) in
the fall; was not seen (recognized) in
2020
Diagnostics:
 On the small side of “medium”
such that he can be mistaken for a YOY in videos
 His right eye does not reflect infrared light, making him easy to
distinguish in trail cam videos
 Solid brown back with a sparse, parted yellow shock that goes
straight back from the forehead (thickest over the eyes)
 White on the top of the cheek behind the eye with a few white
hairs on the lower cheek
 White wisps curl down from the back edge of the lower jaw
Notes: Pirate’s personality around people is unknown except that she posed
nicely for photos at least twice. She was
probably originally considered a “Three”
when seen in person and only associated
with the very frequent nighttime visitor
with the eye that didn’t reflect light
through one encounter on December 8.
On that evening, I’d started the trail cam
early so it was recording while I took
photos. She was extremely feisty with
other porcupines, aggressively defending
her feeder from all others by high
pitched squeaking and lunges; she went
unchallenged.

Rival
Size/sex: Medium-sized male
History: Returned 10/21 and was a regular visitor until he died around 1/11;
found 1/12 under the fireplace with his head laying between the culvert and
the house, facing the porch; he is buried on the hill behind the porch near
Lion
Diagnostics:
 Extremely yellow (golden in the sunlight), unlike any other
 Very white cheeks (to match his coat) that extend over his eyes
Notes: Rival was very tolerant and mellow and seemed to just go about his
business. Once he attacked another male from the front feeder. He started
favoring his left front paw in the fall, holding it off the ground for a couple of
weeks, then limping into 2020. On 11/12 he had a runny nose and crusty
eyes. On 1/4 he had a wound on the right side of his snout where the skin
and hair were missing in about a 1/2” wide rectangle. He loved apples and is
sorely missed. He was last photographed on 1/6 and weighed about 14 lbs.
on a bathroom scale when he died.

Rupert
Size: Medium
History: Returned 10/22; last seen this season 5/1
Diagnostics:



Solid black back with dark yellow shock and contrasting fringe
Course, dense, upright yellow shock, thickest in the center, which comes
down over the ears a little and extends down the center of the forehead
toward the nose, tapering at the front



Distinct mutton chops and white hairs above and behind the eyes

Notes: Rupert was his very friendly and tolerant self again this year. He was amazingly easy to smooch on the snout (he
may lack whiskers over the top, or may simply be amenable to it), he grasped at hands and tried to nibble, and
scratched at the door, seeming to want to come inside (if slightly less fervently than last year). He tended to be restless
on the porch in videos, bouncing between feeders and not settling down, especially if the feeders were occupied. He
was called “Rupert-like” and “Rasputin” until a careful look through photos revealed unequivocally that this was Rupert
from the previous season (I had suspected the decomposing avalanche porcupine to be him, hence my uncertainty). In
the spring he came inside often to be weighed, generally coming in around 17 lbs 8 oz. He was one of the last porcupines to disburse in the spring and twice I followed him off the porch,
once into a hemlock on the hillside just above the porch (see photo below) and once all the way up the main porcupine trail during which time
he paused often to eat the fiddleheads of spiny wood ferns and nothing
else. He stopped by the culvert in the forest above the
access road, then greeted me
before seeming to get
alarmed and running about 30
feet away. Then he did a “war
dance”, spinning wildly on and
off for a couple of minutes,
though no threat was nearby.
He walked uphill and climbed
a porcupine tree (occupied by
another) at the edge of the
avalanche. He continued to
love apples.

Splash
Size/sex: On the small side of medium
History: Returned 9/28 and stayed at
least through mid-April
Diagnostics:
 Solid brown body
 Yellow shock straight back from the
snout, slightly parted in the middle


The follicle of a whisker just above the left eye is visible, especially in
photos with flash (less clear on the right eye)



Sparse white hairs behind the eye, all above the eye’s centerline
(One’s hairs go a short distance below the eye)




“Cute” face, softer than One’s
Long yellow hairs over the rosette

Notes: This porcupine was one was of a large number of “medium” porcupines coming in the fall, few of which I could identify as individuals. He
was specifically confused with “One” who has very similar features; it’s
also possible that these photos represent multiple yearling-sized individuals. I am not 100% certain that this is Splash from the previous season,
but he was almost certainly a returnee of the right size and has all the
features of Splash (except that his
back is less yellow than Splash was as
a YOY). He was mellow and tolerant
of humans and photography, but didn’t seek out interactions.

Starburst
Size/sex: Large (presumably male)
History: Arrived 10/30; frequent visitor through mid-April
Diagnostics:
 Solid black back in stark contrast with orange-yellow highlights
 Sparse white hairs above and behind the eyes and down the back of the cheeks
 Orange-yellow shock straight up from the forehead splays out like rays (hence
the name Starburst) half way down the cheeks (shorter than Nova’s similar shock)
Notes: Starburst was tolerant of photography
and my presence at the door but initially very
skittish of anything unusual (e.g., filling feeders),
growing more tolerant as the season went on.
He played with Lichen twice one evening and
enjoyed apples.

Tertullian
Size/sex: On the small side of medium
History: Returned 9/27 and stayed through 4/20
Diagnostics:


Very white cheeks (close behind the eye, father back on the lower cheeks) with long mutton chops





Dark back
Shaggy yellow shock with white hairs across the forehead
About six long white quill-hairs spaced around the fringe of his
rosette that are obvious in daylight and on trail cam videos

Notes: Friendly and tolerant, I strongly suspect Tertullian (recognized
as an individual and named this fall) was a two-year-old returnee. He
became a frequent daytime visitor by early 2020 and was one of the
most commonly seen porcupines throughout the season. He was
also one of the most playful porcupines, frequently arriving and playing with Lichen and others. He came inside twice to be weighed in
the spring, but did not have a consistent weight. He loved

“Tertullian 2”
Size/sex: Medium, a little larger than Tertullian
History: Appears in early 2020 photos and was probably sometimes confused with
Tertullian in fall 2019, especially in trail cam videos; not recognized/photographed
past January
Diagnostics:
 Yellow-tipped back
 White cheeks extend all the way down the face
 Thick shaggy shock sticks up from forehead with short, whitish hairs in the front
 About six loose quill-hairs circle the rosette that show up on trail cam videos
Notes: I had suspicions in fall 2019 that there were two Tertullians, but this was not
clarified until early 2020 with a close look at photos. He was likely very skittish, so
not photographed often.

Toby
Size/sex: On the small side of medium
History: Arrived 10/7 and stayed at
least through March
Diagnostics:
 Fluffy yellow back over blackish undercoat
 Yellow shock at almost a right angle up from the forehead
when dry
 Long yellow hairs overhang the rosette
 White eye wings slope up and back from the eye (no white
directly above the eye)
 White hairs/quills sometimes visible across the forehead
 White patch on the lower cheek separated from the eye
wings by a solid dark line (not visible at all angles)
Notes: Toby was originally associated with the Bali of the previous season given his very round body and
relative skittishness in the fall. However, he
grew more tolerant and soon allowed close
photography and would sniff at my hand. On
2/4, he was near the door and comfortable
enough to take an apple from me. He
squeaked away the much larger Lucy who
was trying to approach me. At the time, he
had a small cut over his left eye. At the close
of the season, the photos on the following
page were identified as “Unnamed Medium
‘Gap’”—similar to Toby but for the white in
the lower cheek. After much agonizing the
next season, I determined that these were in
fact the same animal and that the white
does not show up in some photos.

White Quill
Size/sex: On the large side of medium
History: Returned 10/16 and stayed through mid-April
Diagnostics:


Solid brown (very subtle yellow tips) with a yellow tipped shock and a
very subtle aura of orange tipped hairs around the neck



Thin white patch behind the eyes that extends below the eyes with a
few hairs, though these don’t always show up in photos




By 12/5, a large section of quills had been lost from the tail, baring the white quill shafts
In early 2020, had a white hair clump on the right side of the back

Notes: White Quill was a frequent visitor, but not clearly recognized as an individual and named until the
missing quills made identification consistently possible. I originally thought there were multiple similar porcupines with different tails, but I can find no basis for this upon close inspection of photos. White Quill has a
very distinct face and brown body that is now unmistakable. She was
very mellow and tolerant and became one of the most frequent visitors in 2020, at which time she was often seen in the day at the feeders and denning under the fireplace (see photo). She liked apples and
came in the house to be weighed twice in the spring (10 and 11 lbs.).
She explored upstairs once and recognized herself (a porcupine) in a
wall mirror on the floor, approaching and peering at it for some time
(see photo on the next page). Her right eye was swollen shut on 1/13.

Young of the Year

Cotton (left), Lichen (middle), and Brambles (right)

Brambles
Size/sex: YOY
History: Arrived by 11/10 and stayed at least through mid-February
Diagnostics:




Solid black body
Yellow shock in the center of the forehead
Bright white wings above and behind the eyes; not much white
below the eye

Notes: Brambles was identified as an individual in January and clearly
seen in photos through mid-February; beyond that, there is one photo
from April that could be him but is inconclusive. The key to identification
is the white eyebrow which is difficult to see except in profile.

Briar
Size/sex: YOY
History: Arrived by 11/27 and stayed at least
through the end of April
Diagnostics:
 Dark, yellow tipped back
 Light yellow shock down the middle of the
forehead which often appears to be
pressed against the forehead
 Speckly white wings above and behind the
eyes separated slightly from a cluster of
white hairs on the lower cheek
 Frizzy yellow hairs slightly overhang the
rosette
Notes: Briar was a frequent visitor through the
season and can be easily recognized by his facial hair. He was recognized as an individual in
January and turned out to be a very tolerant
porcupine. The photos outlined in blue are from
the same encounter, showing how the white
can disappear at certain angles.

Cotton
Size/sex: YOY
History: Arrived by 12/6 and stayed at
least into March
Diagnostics:
 Very yellow
 White eye wings (no white above or
below the eyes); yellow shock
separated from wings by solid brown
Notes: Recognized as an individual in February, though these photos could represent multiple animals. At least one of
them loved apples and was comfortable
enough to take them from the hand.

Lichen
Size/sex: YOY
History: Arrived by 12/7 and stayed
at least through mid-April
Diagnostics:
 Yellow body (can appear dark)
 White eye wings merge with a
white edge down the backs of the cheeks becoming distinct
mutton chops that don’t reach far forward on the jaw
Notes: Lichen was a very frequent visitor and an inveterate player. He often showed up with and played with Tertullian, but also
played with several other adults including Starburst (1/31) and
White Quill (2/1) as well as other YOYs. He was fairly tolerant,
but not especially friendly.

Nettles
Size/sex: YOY
History: Identified from photos beginning 1/25, but probably arrived earlier;
stayed at least into March
Diagnostics:
 Brown
 Sparse white lines behind the eyes (not speckles)
 Very short, inconspicuous yellow shock
 Short yellow hairs around the rosette
Notes: Nettles was the easiest YOY to recognize due to his solid
brown body, sparse eye wings, and bold behavior. He was a
frequent visitor in early 2020, scratching often at the door and
eagerly seeking apples. After taking an apple while on deck, he
often immediately turned around and backed up a little, sometimes into the house or against my knees! He was very bold and
frequently started to come inside the house, though I’m not
sure he knew where he was going. Once he did come in after
Lucy and explored under the plants in the corner. He sometimes snatched apples aggressively from my fingers and also
tried to take them from the mouths of adults.

Orchid
Size/sex: YOY
History: Identified in early February and stayed at
least until early March
Diagnostics:
 Back faintly tipped in yellow but
usually appears brown
 Very thin white patch behind the eyes
 Short yellow shock
Notes: Orchid is very similar in appearance to
Rhinoceros, but is extremely skittish, which may
be why she doesn’t appear in identifiable photos
until February and few times thereafter. At least
once they were seen on the same night and were
clearly different individuals.

Rhinoceros
Size/sex: Young-of-the-year (YOY)
History: Arrived by 11/8 or 11/30;
stayed at least through mid-April
Diagnostics:
 Yellow
 Short yellow shock
 Sparse, somewhat speckly white wings behind the eyes
 Solid brown spot within the white right behind the right eye
 Several white hairs behind the eye wing on the left cheek
Notes: Although only recognized as an identifiable individual in January,
this is likely “Rhinoceros” who arrived in early November (see photos
outlined in blue). She was very tolerant and frequently seen in the evenings in early 2020. She played with Lucy in early February and loved
apples.

Unnamed bearded YOY
Size/sex: YOY
History: Photographed 4/11, 4/26, and 4/29
Diagnostics:
 Very light yellow coat
 Bright white crescents (brighter than Lichen’s) behind the
eyes that descend all the way down the backs of the cheeks
into long mutton chops; white is less bright on the lower
halves of the cheeks
Notes: Though only known through these photos from three encounters, this porcupine was very friendly, happily taking apples
from me. He is a likely candidate for the extremely blond yearling
who was seen in May and June on the porch and who often
chewed on the joists under the fireplace.

