Porcupine Catalog
Fall 2018—Spring 2019
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and Jezreel
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Photos and text by Debbie Maas

Demeter
Size/sex: Medium
History: Arrived by 11/10 and remained the entire season (returned fall 2019)
Diagnostics:
 Solid brown back
 Short shock top, straight back, tipped in yellow but
very subtle (almost nonexistent at times)


Distinct white wings shoot back from the eyes; very
little other white in the face

Notes: Demeter was described at least at times as the
“white wing yearlingish” this season and was identified
as an individual and named in fall 2019. The photo outlined in blue is from November 2019.

Jezreel
Size/sex: Large female
History: Arrived on 10/1 and stayed into February
Diagnostics:







Solid black back
Stiff yellow shock
Sparse white wings behind the eyes
Distinct snout shape (triangular), straight nose
Short, triangular tail
Had two white hair clumps on the left side that made
identification easier later in the season

Notes: Jezreel arrived at the same time as Lucy and the
two were the only porcupines I saw until Rival’s arrival.
She and Lucy mated on 10/19, but she was courted at
least twice more in November; both Mortimer and the
Jezreel-like male had erections around her. She was
mellow, tolerant, but not actively friendly. She is the
only porcupine that had been identified as female as of
spring 2020. She was last seen on February 18 eating in
a feeder on the porch.

Jezreel-like male
Size/sex: Large male
History: Arrived by 11/18 and stayed through November
Diagnostics:







Solid black back
Short, stiff yellow shock splayed across the forehead
Patch of long white hairs between eyes and ears
Thin white beard along the back of the lower jaw,
separated from the rest of the white and fainter
Similar large, blunt snout as Jezreel
Very short yellow-tipped hairs around the rosette

Notes: Photos show this porcupine in at least five encounters, all in November (11/18-11/29), but he wasn’t
named. He courted Jezreel on 11/27, urine spraying her
by the linden tree (see photo of the two of them). Did he
come just for her? One photo from 4/4 could be him
(outlined in blue), but he was not a regular at the time.

Kublai(s)
Size/sex: Large (presumably male)
History: At least two large yellow porcupines ranged the deck
this season who I never distinguished; one arrived 11/7 and
appears to be the Cyrano of fall 2019
Diagnostics:
 Large, yellow
 White border along the back of the cheeks that does not
come forward in strong mutton chops
 Brown intrusion into the white border on the left cheek
 Some photos show a prominent swelling of the end of
the snout
Notes: I only distinguished the two similar yellow porcupines
when together (one was smaller and friendlier, the other was
very skittish). However, all these photos, despite the prominent snout in some, seem to have the same facial hair, so I
may not have found good photos of both, or they may be too
similar. The one with the large snout I would guess to be the
Cyrano of fall 2019 (2019 photo outlined in blue). The other
could be the Curtis of fall 2019.

Lion
Size/sex: Medium-sized male
History: Arrived by 10/27; last photographed 1/22; found his body behind the
house 4/22; buried on the hillside above the porch
Diagnostics:
 Solid dark back
 Long yellow shock that goes straight back from the forehead
 Very distinct face when straight on
 White behind the eyes and the very back edge of the lower cheek
 Had two large shocks of white hairs on the left side of his back for much
of the season
Notes: Lion was a wonderful porcupine and the first to evidently set up camp
around the house. He spent hours scratching at the French doors, sometimes
hanging off the door handle; he slept on the front porch and in the back of the
boat shelter (where I built a den that was used, though not often). The first
time he came in the house he was reluctance to leave, staying in the corner
under the plants by the door until I bumped him repeatedly
with a long pole; I was hesitant to let him in after that, though
he was always trying to. He did explore the house up to the
study upstairs once. Very sweet and friendly, he loved apples.
He was attacked by larger males several times. I found his
body tucked next to the white plastic tub, on 4/22, dead for
some time, perhaps having fallen. He is buried on the hill
above the deck.

Lucy
Size/sex: Large male
History: Arrived 10/1 (returned fall 2019)
Diagnostics:
 Very yellow
 Shock extends straight back from a
straight nose
 Nose is straight, no bulging
 White cheeks
 Noticeable part down the neck,
especially when wet
Notes: My good friend! Lucy courted and
mated with Jezreel the morning of 10/18 and
was good company all season.

Mortimer
Size/sex: Large male
History: Arrived by 12/22 and stayed the season (returned
fall 2019)
Diagnostics:
 Solid brown back
 Yellow, shaggy shock that curves over his face and obscures it from above
 Distinct white wings shoot back from the eyes, very little
other white in the face
 Scar between the eyes
Notes: Mortimer had a pink circle just above the tail and
smaller pink patches in the rosette from missing quills when
he arrived. He was pretty mellow, sniffing my fingers, but
initially nervous with any sudden noise or movement. By
early 2019, he was becoming well-known and a favorite. He
loves apples.

Rival
Size/sex: Medium-sized male
History: Arrived by 10/17, stayed the season (returned fall 2019)
Diagnostics:



Extremely yellow (golden in the sunlight), unlike any other
Very white cheeks to match his coat that extend over his eyes

Notes: Very tolerant and mellow. He was first recognized on 10/17 while
courting Jezreel (he was at first assumed to be Lucy, since Lucy was the
only other porcupine to have come at that time). That night he was very
agitated, urine marking frequently and pacing the deck while Jezreel
squeaked him away. He had an erection at least once and I probably just
missed him urine spraying her. The next morning when Lucy joined the
group, he squeaked incessantly, then left without contest when Jezreel
came into estrus just before she and Lucy mated. He was a regular visitor
after that.

Rupert
Size: Medium
History: Arrived on 11/27 (returned fall 2019)
Diagnostics:


Solid black back with dark yellow shock and contrasting
fringe



Dense, course, upright yellow shock, thickest in center, that
comes down over the ears a little and tapers down the center of the forehead toward the nose
Distinct mutton chops and white hairs above and behind
the eyes



Notes: Very friendly from the time I recognized him, Rupert
soon turned out to a huge character and a frequent visitor and
so was named after Roubles. He spent a lot of time around the
house, climbing beside the front door to scratch at the window
there and coming inside at least once and exploring around
Cailey’s chair. He loved apples. The 6/11 dead porcupine from
the avalanche was too decomposed and wet to be sure, but I
really thought it was Rupert and I buried him next to Lion and
deeply mourned. However, he returned in the fall! Photos suggest he may have been a yearling the previous season.

Tertullian-like
Size/sex: On the small side of medium (if Tertullian, returned fall
2019)
History: Arrived by 11/11
Diagnostics:
 Very white cheeks; distinct snub nose
 Dark back; shaggy yellow shock
Notes: This porcupine was identified as a “yearlingish”. The facial
hair is inconclusive, but I strongly suspect this to be the Tertullian of
fall 2019. He was a regular and appears to be the porcupine who
played next to the culvert with a YOY (Tertullian is also very playful).
Like the similar porcupines in the previous and following seasons, he
appears to start shedding in February (much earlier than the others).
The photo outlined in blue is from January 2020.

White Quill
Size/sex: Medium
History: Arrived by 11/27 (returned fall
2019)
Diagnostics:
 Solid brown with a small, soft, yellow
tipped shock
 Short and somewhat frizzy yellow rosette hairs
 Tiny cluster of white hairs/quills well
behind and slightly above the eye
Notes: This porcupine was not identified
consistently to the point of naming this season, but I am nearly positive that this is the
White Quill of 2019-2020 given their identical and unique features. The photo outlined
in blue is White Quill in January 2020.

Gemma

Dark Yearlingish

Size/sex: Large

Size/sex: Medium (yearlingish)

History: Only photographed once this season on 4/1/19 (returned fall 2019). The
photo highlighted in blue is from November 2019.

History: These photos are from two encounters (4/9 and 4/13)
Diagnostics:
 Solid brown or very subtly yellow-tipped back
 White wings behind the eyes
 Shock that comes up at a 90 degree angle off the forehead

Notes: My notes indicate that at least two
“yearlingish” individuals were coming around, including one with white wings who is darker than the
other. This could be that one (the other is the Tertulian lookalike), though these photos are from the
spring when shedding has started.

“Insulation”
Size/sex: Medium (yearlingish)
At least two porcupines with bits of insulation
in their coat were encountered after spring
dispersion. When these photos were taken,
they were heavily shedding, so it’s difficult to
correlate them with photos from earlier in the
year. Some of them look like Tertullian, but
that may be because of the shedding (which
he started early). The paler one came regularly
during daylight in the early summer. I wonder
what trouble they were getting into to pick up
insulation!?

Young-of-the-Year

Splash

Bali 2018
Size/sex: Young-of-the-year (YOY) or
small yearling
History: Arrived 11/26 and stayed at
least through early 2019
Diagnostics:
 Very yellow
 White behind the eyes and down
the back of the cheeks, turning
into chops
 Very long yellow hairs around the
rosette and tail that form a wild,
showy border when alarmed
Notes: Bail was extremely skittish,
quick to be alarmed, and never got
used to my presence. Her hairs are
longer and yellower than the Bali of
fall 2019, so this may not be the same
individual.

Bearded
Size/sex: YOY
History: Arrived by 12/26 and stayed the season (photos at least through 3/24)
Diagnostics:
 Solid brown back
 Short, narrow yellow shock
 White above the eyes and down the backs
of the cheeks turn into short mutton
chops (similar to Lichen of the following
season)

High Wings
Size/sex: YOY
History: Arrived by 12/9
Diagnostics:




Faintly yellow-tipped back
Long, straight yellow hairs over the rosette
Upward crescent sweep of white eye wings
(reminiscent of Demeter)

Unnamed large YOY (or small yearling)
Size/sex: Mature YOY or small yearling
History: Arrived by 12/30 and stayed at least through January 2019
Diagnostics:
 Dark or faintly yellow-tipped body
 Spreading yellow shock
 Sparse white wings behind the eyes
 Narrow patch of white streaming back
from the bottom of the white patch, slightly separated from it
Notes: It appears I was uncertain whether
this was a YOY or a yearling at times. The
two photos showing the left side of the
face may or may not be from the same
animal, but it seems likely. The others
clearly share the same facial hair. If they
are the same, this one loved apples.

Mammoth
Size/sex: YOY
History: Arrived in December
Diagnostics:





Frizzy hair
Brown back
Short yellow shock and mane
White patch behind the eyes

Notes: These photos could represent multiple porcupines;
I’d originally split them between the unhighlighted photos
on this page (taken between 12/26 and 1/1) and the ones
on the following page (taken between 12/11 and 12/17),
but their characteristics are so similar I can’t reasonably
differentiate them. I probably called another YOY Mammoth at the time, but not knowing which, it seems to fit
this one (or ones). The photos outlined in blue are of the
Basin Road rescue of 11/11. This could easily be the same
animal, though there is a large time gap between release
on 11/12 and the first photo of Mammoth on 12/11.

Splash 2018
Size/sex: YOY
History: Arrived 11/12 and stayed the season; appears to
have returned fall 2019
Diagnostics:
 Yellow body with long yellow hairs that curve in a wave
over the rosette
 The two photos to left show the development in the
snout from mid-December to mid-April
Notes: This was the first YOY to arrive in the fall. He was
tolerant, fairly bold, and a frequent visitor. Though originally assumed to be the YOY rescued from Basin Road, who
was released hours before Splash first arrived, photos suggest otherwise.

