Porcupine Catalog
Fall 2014—Spring 2015

Squeak (left), Piper (middle), and Lucy (right)

Written by Debbie Maas
Photos by Debbie Maas and Chris Benshoof

Lucy
Size/sex: Yearling male
History: Stopped by on 8/4, then began regular visits on 10/6 and
stayed through December 23 (returned fall 2015)
Diagnostics:
 Yellow coat, whitish cheeks from above the eye
 Shock extends straight back from a straight nose

Notes: To our delight, Lucy made a surprise appearance on August 4
(top left and bottom right photos), amazing us with his plumpness
and how much he had grown in the few months since we’d last seen
him. He came inside and nibbled seed off the carpet, perfectly at
ease. We noted that he was in great condition and that his coat was
covered in short yellow hairs. Later in the fall (November 12), I
wrote: Lucy is enormous. She was definitely YOY when she arrived
last winter and now she’s nearly as big as Squeak is. It’s hard to believe she could possibly have grown so fast, but there’s also no doubt
in our minds that it’s her; she exhibited the same behavior when she
returned this summer/fall, and there are no other porcupine contenders.
When he returned for the season on 10/6, Chris observed the following incident, one of the
first interesting non-aggressive encounters we saw: Cailey smelled [Lucy] before I discovered
her. Looking big and gorgeous. Ate out of my hand, then the feeder. Quite a shock top! After
~30 minutes, Lucy leaves, having not figured out that the feeder contained seed, despite our
persistent attempts to show this. Lucy leaves up the hill and I take the spotlight and search for
her out the guest bedroom window. She was vocalizing as
she left. Out the window I can hear her in the darkness.
After a few minutes I find her with...Squeak! Squeak and
Lucy are walking with each other, both vocalizing. Sometimes in unison, nuzzling, and though they are initially
walking away from the deck, they eventually turn around,
possibly due to the spotlight which they appeared to stop
and look at, then return to the deck side, though only
Squeak descends to eat from the feeder. Lucy remains
above on the rocks. Lucy continued to charm us that fall,
then disappeared for the season at the end of December.

Monstroso
Size/sex: Large (presumably) male
History: Arrived by 11/27, stayed through February
Diagnostics:




Very yellow
Scarred snout
Snout protrudes from the forehead (i.e., the
snout juts out from the base of the forehead
rather than following the same line down)

Notes: We were initially uncertain whether this porcupine was Monstroso, returned from the previous
year, but his size and color matched and he was
fairly comfortably with us (photos now confirm that
it was). We grew increasingly confident in a short
time and he was soon making regular visits inside
the house where he ate seed and explored the
downstairs. He was well-loved character!

Squeak
Size/sex: Medium-sized male
History: Stopped by on 7/22,
then began regular visits 8/8;
died around 3/21 and was
buried 3/24
Diagnostics:
 Solid dark back
 Crescent of white from above the eye most of the way down
the back of the cheeks
 Short yellow shock straight back from the forehead
 Straight nose
Notes: Squeak made a surprise summer visit on July 22, then became a regular starting on August 8. We were amazed at how
plump he was! He was his usual wonderful self, eating out of our
hands, coming inside, and greeting us outside. He was not seen
between 9/17 and 10/4 and during another week’s hiatus later in
the season. We were beginning to suspect he was a male because
he was at least four years old and never showed signs of motherhood, though his scent marking (which he continued) and aggressiveness with other porcupines were better clues. I wondered at
the time if he was out searching for and wooing female porcupines
during his absences in the fall.
After he had shared a full winter with us, Chris found Squeak’s body
on March 23 below one of the trees across the gully where he liked
to go, one that Chris had tracked him to in the snow previously. He
apparently lay where he fell, as the hip he lay on had broken quills
and some quills were stuck in twigs beneath him. He weighed
around 15 lbs. We buried him like a pharaoh, with apple slices (one
in his paw), sunflower seeds, a spruce twig, and a salmonberry bud
in his grave. He was the first truly friendly porcupine we met and
was beloved.

Young-of-the-Year

Parker (left) and Piper (right) enjoying apples

Parker
Size/sex: Young-of-the-Year (YOY)
History: Arrived 11/14
Diagnostics:




Yellow back
Long, light yellow shock
Bright eye wings with fainter white above the eye

Notes: Parker arrived a couple of days after Piper and was
easily distinguished by the yellow coat when dry (see
them together to the left). Two days after arriving, Chris
wrote that he attacked the pint glass with his mouth in a
hungry strike! He was great fan of apples.

Piper
Size/sex: YOY
History: Arrived 11/10
Diagnostics:



Solid brown back, short unobtrusive yellow shock
Thin white eye wings including white hairs over the eye

Notes: On November 12, I wrote: Chris and I were interrupted during Downton Abby the other night by a high-pitched
squeak which turned out to be a tiny, wheezy porcupine talking to Squeak on the deck. Piper is clearly still getting the
hang of the world in general…. We wound up placing a plywood ramp for him after his repeated aborted attempts to
exit the porch via the normal porcupine routes which proved
to be too high and challenging! He also fell out of the neighboring linden tree from about three feet up, but luckily hit a
branch near the bottom which flipped him onto his feet for
the landing. He was named for his adorable wheezing. That
first night, he ate apples slices, including one accepted from
Chris’s hand, and sunflower seeds and allowed Chris to
touch his nose. He even scratched at the door! From then on
he was a frequent visitor during the season and was very
tolerant, even coming inside. He loved apples.
Parker (right) and Piper (left)

Night Ranger
Size/sex: YOY
History: Arrived 11/15
Diagnostics:



Yellow
Extremely shy

Notes: Night Ranger was the third to arrive of the three
(known) YOYs this season. He was easily recognizable
by his intense skittishness, which make photographing
him nearly impossible. The only certain photo of him is
the one with the spotlight on him, (top left) probably
taken through the door. In the other three photos, one
of the two is Parker; I believe the left one to be Night
Ranger, but I can’t be sure. We liked to picture him
politely policing the mountainside with a little cap and
uniform, a flashlight, and a baton swinging at his side.

