Porcupine Catalog
Fall 2010—Spring 2011

George

Written by Debbie Maas
Photos by Debbie Maas and Chris Benshoof

George
Size/sex: Large (presumably) male
History: Arrived by 12/31 and stayed through late April (returned fall 2011)
Diagnostics:



Yellow-tipped back; very yellow fringe around the body
Very white face with white hairs extending from above the eye all the way to the back of
the face and down the entire cheek, curling into large mutton chops

Notes: George was a mellow friend, mostly keeping to himself but amenable to eating at the
door and at least very nearly eating
from our hands. The white in his
face is rare and only otherwise seen
(through 2020) in Grizabella and,
especially, in Rival.

Oscar
Size/sex: Large (presumably) male
History: Was on deck 12/4 (returned fall 2011)
Diagnostics:
 Solid black back
 Many white hairs above and behind the eyes going all
the way to the back of the cheeks
 Long yellow hairs hang from the lower cheeks like long
mutton chops
 Large snout
 Shock and yellow highlights are in striking contrast to
the rest of the pelage
Notes: Presumably Oscar was known all season, but this is
the only photograph that can be positively identified as
him, taken on 12/4 (Squeak was also present). There are
no notes to provide more information.

Squeak
Size/sex: Small male
History: Arrived by 11/27 and stayed through mid-May
(returned fall 2011)
Diagnostics:
 Solid dark back
 Crescent of white from above the eye most of the
way down the backs of the cheeks
 Short yellow shock straight back from the forehead
 Straight nose
Notes: The top left photo may be from the very first
time we saw Squeak on the porch (11/27). By January 4,
he was eating from our hands and beginning to exhibit
his wonderful, friendly character. Photos show him
eating from a variety of platforms we set up for him inside and outside the house and he was clearly starting to
spend some time exploring inside. He starting shedding
early and stayed through mid-May, so we saw him in the
spring with very little of his outer coat.

Yeti
Size/sex: Large (presumably) male
History: Arrived by 1/23 and stayed through
March
Diagnostics:
 Yellow-tipped back (yellower than
George)
 White patch behind the eye
 Long yellow hairs hang from the back
edge of the cheeks
Notes: These and other photographs were
originally considered to be George, but a
close inspection reveals that this porcupine
doesn’t have nearly as much white in the
face and his back is actually yellower than
George’s. His name is offered retrospectively. Photos do not show him approaching the
door or interacting, so he was likely standoffish and possibly confused with George
when he came. These photos are all from
three encounters, and could represent
more than one porcupine.

